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Rakshasas were pulling the rope in opposite directions.
Clockwise and anit-clockwise directions of motion was
thus there even at the time of churning the ocean.

During the process of churning, the first thing that
came up was the deadly poison by name Halahala.
No one could bear this, and hence Lord Siva drank
it and was named Neela kantha,-one with dark neck.
Then Lakshmi, Kama Dhenu (the Divine cow), Airavata
(the Divine Elephant) and Amirta (Nectar) were born-
The Rakshasas wanted to share the Amrita, but Lord
Vishnu was planning to see that the Rakshasas did
not have it, and that the Devas only had it. Meanwhile,
the demon Rahu, son of Simhike stealthily drank some
Amritha (nectar). Vishnu saw this, and cut off his
neck to see that the nectar did not decend into his
body from. below the neck. But magician that he was,
Rahu attached his serpentine body to his neck. To
the headless trunk, he prepared a serpent's neck, and
thus produced two live bodies. Rahu is the one whose
head is dominant. The other one with the trunk as
dominant was called Kethu. Kethu, the one without
a natural head, the source of knowledge, is the Thamoguna.
Rahu is Rajo guna. Rahu is very strong on account
of the little nectar that he drank. Being always opposed
to the Devas, Rahu and Kethu began to move in the
anit-clockwise direction, and received their places amongst
the nine planets. They will be destroyed at the time
of the world's involution. In a similar manner, at the
time when man attains liberation the Pure Sathva guna,
in other words the pure 'I" knowledge (gnyanasakthi)
overcome the Rajas and Thamas and draws them in.
This is the significance of the period of Rahu at this
stage.